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VETT-134-VET ANESTHESIA & SURGICAL ASSISTING II  2 CREDITS 

SYLLABUS 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Veterinary Anesthesia and Surgical Assisting 2 is an intermediate course designed to instruct students in the 
preanesthetic evaluation of patients, the induction of anesthesia, and the monitoring of anesthetized and 
post-anesthetic patients. 

Prerequisites: Student must have clinical site and preceptor approved. 

Semester Offered: All 

 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to… 

1. Effectively select and safely utilize the appropriate anesthetic delivery protocols and monitoring instruments 
and equipment to effectively manage patients in all phases of anesthetic procedures. 

Common Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of San Juan College programs and degrees, the student will demonstrate competency in…  

BROAD AND SPECIALIZED LEARNING 
Students will actively and independently acquire, apply, and adapt skills and knowledge with an awareness of 
global contexts. 

CRITICAL THINKING 
Students will think analytically and creatively to explore ideas, make connections, draw conclusions and solve 
problems. 

CULTURAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Students will act purposefully, reflectively, and ethically in diverse and complex environments. 

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
Students will exchange ideas and information with clarity in multiple contexts. 

INFORMATION LITERACY 
Students will be able to recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use it 
effectively. 

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGIES 
Students will demonstrate fluency in the application and use of technologies in multiple contexts. 

Student work from this class may be randomly selected and used anonymously for assessment of course, program, 
and/or institutional learning outcomes.  For more information, please refer to the Dean of the appropriate School. 
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a) Given the characteristics of the anesthetic patient and the procedure being performed, the veterinary 
technician will work with the veterinarian to assess the patient's risk status and determine appropriate 
anesthetic and perianesthetic protocols to provide effective pain management and maximum anesthetic 
safety and effectiveness. 

b)  Choose and utilize appropriate techniques and equipment to accurately and effectively monitor the 
patient's ongoing status before, during and after anesthesia to provide for adequate anesthesia, analgesia 
and a safe recovery.) Given the characteristics of the anesthetic instruments and equipment being used, 
the veterinary technician will recognize and respond appropriately to equipment malfunctions or 
inappropriate equipment setup in order to ensure proper function and provide maximum benefit to the 
patient. 

c) Given the requirements of the anesthetic protocol, the veterinary technician will select, evaluate and 
adjust equipment to ensure proper function and provide maximum benefit to the patient. 

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of all aspects of patient management for common surgical procedures  
in a variety of animal species. 
a)   Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary  
       technician will use medical records and patient identification methods to assure that the patient and 
       scheduled procedures are correct. 
b) Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the 
        veterinary technician will obtain the patient's vital signs, note any specific physical  
        abnormalities, ensure pre-surgical tests have been completed and report the patient 
        assessment to the veterinarian.             
c) Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
 technician will identify the appropriate area of hair to be removed and select appropriate methods to 
         reduce microbial flora on the skin in the area of surgical site in order to decrease the chance of surgical 
         wound contamination. 
d) Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
 technician will position the patient appropriately to provide maximum convenience for the surgeon and 
 maximum safety and benefit for the patient. 
e)  Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
 technician will understand and utilize appropriate aseptic techniques to assist operative personnel in  
        order to provide maximum safety and benefit to the patient.     
f) Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
 technician will assure that anesthetic and post-operative pain management protocols are appropriate to 
 provide maximum safety and benefit to the patient. 
g)  Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
 technician will understand and administer the appropriate methods of post-operative care to assure 
 maximum safety and benefit to the patient. 

3)    Students will explain the importance of providing the appropriate instruments, supplies and environment in  
       order to maintain asepsis during surgical procedures. 

a) Given the characteristics of the patient and the surgical procedure to be performed, the veterinary 
technician 
will properly select, wrap and sterilize appropriate instruments and supplies and prepare and maintain 
the surgical environment to ensure maximum safety and benefit to the patient. 
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