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DHYG 112-TOOTH MORPHOLOGY  1 CREDIT 

SYLLABUS 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
The study of the anatomy of human teeth, exfoliation and occlusion. 

Prerequisites: Admissions into the Dental Hygiene Program 

Semester Offered: Fall  

 

 

Course Goals 

This course provides essential knowledge needed so the student can effectively assess changes in the teeth due to:  

caries, periodontal disease, malocclusion and trauma; recognize tooth anomalies; assess occlusion; and know when 

teeth erupt and exfoliate. 

Common Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of San Juan College programs and degrees, the student will demonstrate competency in…  

BROAD AND SPECIALIZED LEARNING 
Students will actively and independently acquire, apply, and adapt skills and knowledge with an awareness of 

global contexts. 

CRITICAL THINKING 
Students will think analytically and creatively to explore ideas, make connections, draw conclusions and solve 

problems. 

CULTURAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Students will act purposefully, reflectively, and ethically in diverse and complex environments. 

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
Students will exchange ideas and information with clarity in multiple contexts. 

INFORMATION LITERACY 
Students will be able to recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use it 

effectively. 

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGIES 
Students will demonstrate fluency in the application and use of technologies in multiple contexts. 

Student work from this class may be randomly selected and used anonymously for assessment of course, program, 
and/or institutional learning outcomes.  For more information, please refer to the Dean of the appropriate School. 



A copy of this approved syllabus in on file in the dean’s office.  Page 2 of 2 
Updated 12-11-17 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to… 

1. Consult with professional colleagues using appropriate medical/dental terminology. 

2. Discuss the role of the professional dental hygienist, the dental hygiene process of care, and factors that 

influence clinical practice as related to tooth morphology. 

3. Explain the importance of infection control, asepsis and OSHA Standards and identify methods of prevention of 

disease transmission when working with extracted teeth.  

4. Explain the objectives and procedures of the dental examination as related to tooth anatomy and their 

relationship to providing comprehensive patient care. 

5. Explain the importance of patient assessment and apply this knowledge when presented with case studies 

reflecting comprehensive patient care. 

6. Name and describe anatomical parts of a tooth and supporting periodontal tissues. 

7. Describe the relationship between form and function of teeth. 

8. Examine and draw individual permanent teeth and describe their morphology          

characteristics and eruption patterns. 

9. Examine and draw individual primary teeth and describe their morphology characteristics and 

eruption/exfoliation patterns. 

10. Compare and contrast characteristics of deciduous and permanent teeth.   

11. Recognize tooth anomalies. 

12. Describe the anatomical determinants of occlusion, function, and malfunction of occlusal        

mechanisms. 

13. Explain how the knowledge of dental anatomy may be applied to the practice of dental hygiene including the 

procedures of dental charting, dental and dental hygiene diagnosis, scaling and root debridement procedures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


