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SIGN-1110 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I   3 CREDITS 

SYLLABUS 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
American Sign Language I is an introductory level language course in the language of the American Deaf 
Culture. Content includes ASL vocabulary and conversational skills; linguistic features of ASL; and skills in 
narrative/storytelling. In‐class activities, comprehension and expressive examinations, narrative and 
storytelling assignments in addition to semester projects are venues for students to demonstrate their 
learning. In addition, Deaf Culture and Deaf Community issues are addressed. 
 
Formerly  SIGN-111 
Offered:   Fall, Spring 

 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to… 

Common Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of San Juan College programs and degrees, the student will demonstrate competency in…  

BROAD AND SPECIALIZED LEARNING 
Students will actively and independently acquire, apply, and adapt skills and knowledge with an awareness of 

global contexts. 

CRITICAL THINKING 
Students will think analytically and creatively to explore ideas, make connections, draw conclusions and solve 

problems. 

CULTURAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Students will act purposefully, reflectively, and ethically in diverse and complex environments. 

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
Students will exchange ideas and information with clarity in multiple contexts. 

INFORMATION LITERACY 
Students will be able to recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use it 

effectively. 

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGIES 
Students will demonstrate fluency in the application and use of technologies in multiple contexts. 

Student work from this class may be randomly selected and used anonymously for assessment of course, program, 
and/or institutional learning outcomes.  For more information, please refer to the Dean of the appropriate School. 
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GENERAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

1. Communicative strategies 

 

Engage in conversation (e.i. receptive sign language, communicate only with sign language, body language 

and facial expression) by providing and obtaining information in expressing feelings, emotions, present and 

past topics of shared interest in one’s daily life, at home, school and the work place. 

2. Grammar 

Study the basics structure of the language; compare ASL with English and other languages, thus develop an 

appreciation for basic grammatical concepts. 

3. Intercultural awareness 

Increase intercultural awareness and understanding of the Deaf Culture/Communities. The significance of 

ASL in the past, present and contributions to the American Deaf Culture. Develop critical thinking skills by 

making analytical comparisons and connections between beliefs and behaviors. 

 

SPECIFIC EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

 

1. Communicative strategies 

Engage in conversation (e.i. receptive sign language, communicate only with sign language, body language 

and facial expression) by providing and obtaining information in expressing feelings, emotions, present and 

past topics of shared interest in one’s daily life, at home, school and the work place. 

 a) Greet and introduce yourselves using a basic level of ASL. 

 b) Describe and identify things using a basic level of ASL. 

 c) Make complaints and/ or suggestions using a basic level of ASL. 

2. Grammar 

Study the basics structure of the language; compare ASL with English and other languages, thus develop an 

appreciation for basic grammatical concepts. 

a) Demonstrate the ability to use, combine, and integrate grammatical structures into meaningful 

 sentences. 

 ASL grammar structure and question markers 

 b) Use facial expression and body language 

 c) Use formal and informal language 

3. Intercultural awareness 

Increase intercultural awareness and understanding of the Deaf Culture/Communities. The significance of 

ASL in the past, present and contributions to the American Deaf Culture. Develop critical thinking skills by 

making analytical comparisons and connections between beliefs and behaviors. 

 a) Know when to use the ASL language in a cultural concept and setting, as well as using acquired 

 knowledge to interact appropriately. 

 b) Develop an understanding of Deaf culture, including such element as value system language. 

 c) Study exploration of the Deaf social and cultural aspects 

 d) Discuss the culture of ASL 


